
Decision Tree

PSI-11 Post Op Respiratory Failure

QUERY?

STEP 1

Was patient 
admitted for an 

elective
procedure?

Was procedure a respiratory (MDC 4), Cardiac/
circulatory (MDC 5*), ENT, laryngeal, pharyngeal, 

craniofacial procedure or an esophageal resection?
OR

Was a trach the only procedure?
OR

Was a trach done before planned OR procedure?

QUESTIONS AND QUERIES TO CONSIDER:
•	 Charting “post-op respiratory failure?”
•	 Does it meet respiratory failure criteria?
•	 Respiratory failure due to co-morbid conditions (link)?
•	 Airway protection only?
•	 Acute pulmonary insufficiency?
•	 Neuromuscular disorders?
•	 One and done diagnosis?
•	 Conflicting documentation?

Does the patient have “acute 
respiratory failure” as PDX?

OR
Does the patient have “acute” 

or “chronic” “respiratory 
failure” or dependent on vent 

as a secondary dx POA?

Does pt have
“postprocedural resp failure” 

J95.821 or J95.822?
OR Vent for > 96 hrs after 

procedure (5A1955Z)?
OR Re-intubated one or more 

days after procedure?
OR Vent initiated two or 

more days after procedure 
(5A1945Z or 5A1955Z)

Does the patient have
lung cancer

OR lung transplant
OR neuromuscular disorder

OR degenerative
neurological disorder

OR malignant hyperthermia 
due to anesthesia (T883XXA)?
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No – Patient 
was emergent 
(ED) admission
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